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“Northern District MES, Australia”

This document was written by Kevin Hemmant and was originally published by The Worthing
Model Engineering Society in summer 2025.

Back in March we visited Perth in Australia to visit family. Whilst we were there, we visited the
Northern Districts Model Engineering Society & Stirling Miniature Railway which is situated in
Balcatta, a suburb of Perth. To provide a brief history, the first meeting they held was on the 9th
February 1985 which led to the formation of the railway. (They are celebrating their 40th year).
There are two tracks, one ground level and one elevated. The first public run on the elevated track
was held on the 30th July 2000 and the ground level track was opened on the 3rd December 2011.
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On arrival, we were greeted by Dave, Ron and Carol who are volunteers. (one of them mentioned
they were from Barrow-in-Furness). We were made very welcome and even though it was
extremely busy, they kindly spent some time chatting to us, explaining how their railway runs. Their
public running days take place on the last Sunday of every month - 10.00 am - 1.00 pm (they run
early due to the heat in the summer). They have a selection of trains running on the line including
steam running on coal and believe it or not gas, plus electrics and a chugger petrol engine. They
run 4 different size rails 2.1/2, 3.1/2 ,5,7.1/4. During the week the members have two work days -
Tuesday/Thursday to spend time tinkering with their trains and carrying out maintenance.

The grounds of the railway are owned by the local council. They have a similar set up to Field
Place with a foot bridge, but a few years ago, they were lucky enough to receive a donation of
$10,000 (£5,000) to spend on a large canopy which was installed over the footbridge to protect
visitors from the sun whilst queuing (temperatures can reach near 45 degrees in their summer).



In the centre of the railway, there is a large picnic area with seats and tables and a large wooden
marquee which is usually reserved for mainly children’s parties. Separating the trains from the
picnic area, there is a picket fence. This was installed after several incidents involving children
running near the tracks (an issue that has come up recently at Goff's Park, Crawley).

On running days, the entrance tickets are all booked online in advance by card with limited
numbers (approximately 200 people). The cost is $12.00 (approximately £6.00) for an adult, $6.00
child (2-17 years) and $1.00 (under 2 years) and this is for unlimited travel. They used to accept
cash, but all transactions are now conducted by card, as most people in Australia do not carry cash
much anymore. All catering is provided by mobile vans. On the day we visited they had
coffee/snack and ice cream vans. The members are provided with free tea/coffee and a barbecue
(no tinnies allowed!).

We travelled on a variety of their engines.
A good time was spent and we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.

It was interesting to see the how the Aussie's run their railway to ours at Field Place.







