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Princess Elizabeth in Meccano

This document was written by David Pickup and was published by FMES in the newsletter of April 2022.

My first recollection of Princess Elizabeth was sometime during the second World War; probably around 1942. My
elder brother was the proud owner of a number 4 Meccano outfit, which | wasn't allowed to touch for fear of being
overenthusiastic and damaging the parts. However, when no one was around, | would look at the Instruction
Manual. On its rear cover was a picture of the superb Hornby '0' gauge model of 6201.1 could only dream of having
such an engine for myself as 5 Guineas was well beyond the financial scope of a working-class family. The years
passed and my interest in Meccano stayed with me into adult life: only belng mterrupted during my teenage years

when | discovered such things as girls and beer! A few
years ago, during a visit to Steamtown at Carnforth, we
saw a large picture of 6201 taken at Hereford in 1980.
Until then | hadn't realised that this superb engine had
been preserved. Enquiries followed and | learned that
6201 would be on display at Crewe Open Day in October
1991. A day out followed and Princess Elizabeth looked
magnificent. After much examination, which included a
memorable climb on to the footplate, the thought came
into my head that this could be my next Meccano model.
Much thinking time followed as how things could be built
so as to achieve the greatest realism. Drawings were
obtained showing all basic dimensions, also the excellent
publication produced by Clive which contains many
photographs. It seemed impractical to build a model
capable of running along a track as this would require a lot
of space. A compromise was to leave the driving wheels
clear of the track to allow rotation and operation of the
motion. The scale was determined by the size of the
circular parts in the Meccano system. The driving wheels
are 5%” in diameter and as the wheels on 6201 are 6' 6",
this results in a scale of 14:1. It is not possible to build
accurately to scale with Meccano due to the 72" hole
spacing but with larger models this limitation is effectively
reduced and results in an acceptable overall appearance.
Building was over a two and a half year period but this was
mainly evenings and weekends when time allowed.

Locomotive 6201 “Princess Elizabeth”

Scale approx. 14:1

It took 2 years to build in his spare time.

It would not be possible to build today as red plates have not ben
available since |958.

The whole model is build from Meccano parts except for,

Chimney (Neck of pop bottle)

Water feed (Block of wood)

Steam pipes (Copper tubing)

It would cost approx. £3,000 to build if the parts were available now




We have taken the model to a number of steam rallies. Glynn and Margaret (Hague) paid a visit to one such event
where we had Lizzie on display. Much interest and enthusiasm were shown which resulted in us taking the model to
the last two record run lunches. It was so pleasing to have such interest shown by Society members both for myself
and my wife Jean who, by the way, had given invaluable help during the building process, when a dozen hands
would have been useful. As with all Meccano models, the idea is to build something and then dismantle it. This is not
likely to happen to Lizzie now, as | have received threats against my person if | were to do so! | hope the model
continues to run satisfactorily for a while yet, otherwise she may have to join her big sister for a major overhaul....



